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This is a work of art. Parody art, but art
nonetheless. Names, characters, places,
and incidents are used fictitiously, and it
feels unlikely (and honestly, would be quite
silly) if anyone actually believed a parodysilly) if anyone actually believed a parody
cartoon was based upon their real life or
someone’s they knew.
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Cover by wait what

Usually, people put a lot of numbers and
codes here that don’t really mean anything
to most people, but must be helpful when to most people, but must be helpful when 
students need to create a bibliography the
night before a paper is due. Sorry if you’re
trying to create a bibliography, but you 
should probably reconsider your sources 
if that’s the case, anyway.
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dedication

to my parents, who always encouraged creativity (even if 
they didn’t always understand what I was doing), instilled 
an appreciation for language and music, and let me see 
jay-z and dmx at san jose arena with my best friend when 
we were 13. also, sorry for all the swear words in here.

to alex, chels, rams, brandon, and all my friends for being to alex, chels, rams, brandon, and all my friends for being 
so generous with their time, attention, and advice, and for 
patiently wading through many half-baked concepts and 
ideas along the way to any project I’ve ever finished.

to rufus, for teaching me more than I thought a dog ever 
could.

and to you: thanks for deciding this book was worth your and to you: thanks for deciding this book was worth your 
attention, whether just for a few moments or for longer. 
even if this is ostensibly a picture book, I hope that it brings 
back a nice memory for you or makes you laugh, and you 
find the time better spent than whatever you would’ve been 
doing on your phone otherwise :)





introduction

When I was in middle school, when albums came out on Tuesdays at 
Tower Records instead of on Fridays on Spotify, I'd get a new record, 
lay on my bedroom floor, and listen to it start to finish, uninterrupted. 

There's something special about that first time you listen to an 
album -- just you and this piece of art that people spent months album -- just you and this piece of art that people spent months 
crafting and perfecting, and in a first listen you get that top layer. 

There's a promise that the work could be iconic and that it could There's a promise that the work could be iconic and that it could 
shape the future of the genre, but even if no one else ends up appre-
ciating it, there's also the chance that it could perfectly resonate with 
you at that moment in your life and be something you can put on 
years later to take you back to that place and that person you were. 
All of that is on the table in that first listen.

This book is a collection of lyrics from a lot of those albums, for me -- 
some are universally revered; some never got their due. Many of the 
lyrics may seem like throwaways on first listen, but I often found those 
were the ones looping in my head and I’d be scribbling them in the 
margins of composition notebooks.

LLyricism is one of my favorite art forms and rappers are among the 
best storytellers of our time, and I hope with this collection that you’re 
able to appreciate these bits and pieces as much as I have.

-charlie (wait what)
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wait what is an artist whose debut album, the 
notorious xx, garnered 1M+ downloads and has 
led to shows with Lil Wayne, Wiz Khalifa, and 
Capital Cities in stadiums and clubs in New 
York, LA, Las Vegas, Toronto, Bangkok and 
Kigali, Rwanda. He’s partnered with 826 
Valencia and other youth-focused charities to 
raise money to increase educational access.raise money to increase educational access.

wait what is the creation of Charlie Kubal, an entrepreneur who builds 
and designs technology products, makes music, occasionally writes, 
and takes pictures of his dog and puts them on Instagram with hip-hop 
captions at @rufusthepup (#follow4follow). 

His music and writing have been featured in publications includingHis music and writing have been featured in publications including The 
Guardian, New York Magazine, Rolling Stone, The New Yorker, Atlantic 
Cities, Business Insider, and on NPR. Rufus’s photo has been featured 
on Ellen DeGeneres’ Instagram, where it duly received nearly half a 
million likes (bit.ly/rufusellen).

He (Charlie, not Rufus) holds an MBHe (Charlie, not Rufus) holds an MBA from Stanford University and a BA 
in English Literature & Psychology from Columbia University. He lives in 
San Francisco and on the internet at charliekubal.com




